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Oversized farm equipment brings its own oversized tires, wrenches, and need for strong backs to 
push and shove. Jody, the regional John Deere mechanic, struggles to return a bad wheel to the stack.
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The dialect of low-country South Carolina is its own and full comprehension only comes to those who 
were born and grew up here. Patriarch Bates and lead man Michael are having a conversation that 
only they understand between them.
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A requirement of large scale farming (sometimes referred to as precision farming) is the need for 
all inputs like fertilizer and seeds to be carefully weighed and allocated. A weighing scale for farm 
vehicles is indispensable and necessary for calculating productivity or yield.
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Large harvest volumes generated by oversized harvesters created a need for large transport 
vehicles, and so the “boll buggy” was invented. The next stop for collected cotton is the staging 
area where it is squeezed by hydraulics into 18-wheel tractor trailer-size loaves for transport to 
the local cotton gin.
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Farming is a way of life. Variable recreational opportunities do not abound in farming communities 
where there are few neighbors. A cotton field easily becomes a wonderful playground or classroom 
for Amanda and Corbin.
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Every parent has an unexpressed or expressed vision for their children and grandchildren. For Bates, 
this paternal gesture is unequivocally transmitting to his grandson Corbin: “perhaps, one day this will 
be yours.”
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Pecans, historically, have been a source of income and food to farmers in the South. Despite 
GPS directed tractors, combines, and cotton harvesters, the trees have earned the badge of 
“sacred” and many stand alone as monuments to earlier times.
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Houck Medford’s Coming Home to Cotton is a remarkable exploration of one 
family, broadly defined by blood kin and chosen family, as it has struggled 
to keep alive a century-old cotton farm in the Four Hole Swamp region of 
South Carolina. The cinematography is gorgeous and the story compelling. 
I strongly recommend it to anyone interested in South Carolina and the 
American South.

Robert H. Brinkmeyer, Jr.
Director, Institute for Southern Studies
Emily Brown Jefferies Professor of English
Claude Henry Neuffer Professor of Southern Studies

Institute for Southern Studies
107 Gambrell Hall
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

The photographs captured in Houck Medford’s series, Coming Home to  
Cotton, are intimate and detailed; the stories behind them are personal. This 
explorative body of work reflects on the importance of family, faith, and 
place through the lens of a contemporary Southern cotton farm. Like the 
fibers of a cotton boll, there is close connectivity between these people and 
this place, Houck Farms, that generation after generation has called home. 
In a broader sense, these stories connect to the extensive, rich history of 
farming in America.

Dianna Cameron
Curator of Exhibitons and Director of Collections
Blowing Rock Art and History Museum
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